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REF. MATERIAL 
 

Age and Dispensation Defined 

D I S P E N S AT I O N 1 

Function: noun 
1 a : a general state or ordering of things; specifically : a system of revealed commands and 
promises regulating human affairs b : a particular arrangement or provision especially of 
providence or nature 
- dis·pen·sa·tion·al /-shn&l, -sh&-n&l/ adjective  

D E F I N I T I O N  —  dispensation  Greek word (o ikonomia)  so t rans la ted 
s ign i f ies  pr imar i ly,  a  s tewardship ,  the 
management  or  d ispos i t ion of  a ffa i rs  
ent rusted to one.  God's  own work ing is  
spoken of  as "d ispensat ion. "   [ In ternat ional  
Standard Bib le  Encyc lopedia ]  

 

A G E
1  

Function: noun 
Etymology: Middle English, from Old French aage, from (assumed) Vulgar Latin aetaticum, from 
Latin aetat-, aetas, from aevum lifetime -- more at AYE 
1 a: the time of life at which some particular qualification, power, or capacity arises or rests <the 
voting age is 18>; b: one of the stages of life c: the length of an existence extending from the 
beginning to any given time <a boy 10 years of age> 
2 : a period of time dominated by a central figure or prominent feature <the age of Pericles>: as a: 
a period in history or human progress; b: a division of geologic time that is usually shorter than an 
epoch   
3 a : the period contemporary with a person's lifetime or with his or her active life (generation) 

D E F I N I T I O N  —  age  a per iod of  t ime or  a  d ispensat ion.  In  sense 
of  a  per iod of  t ime,  the word occurs  on ly  
once in  the King James Vers ion,  which 
means,  proper ly,  a  " revo lu t ion"  or  " round of  
t ime,"  "a per iod, "  "an age"  or  "generat ion of  
man's  l i fe" ;  a lmost  invar iab ly  t rans la ted 
"generat ion, "  "generat ions"  

 

                                            
1 Merriam-Webster Dictionary. 


